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ANNEX 2

Summary of Comments Received during Consultation

	Respondent
	Support proposal
	Comments


	Officer Comments



	Resident Moorland Road


	Yes
	Constantly frustrated by drivers speeding past his house.
	The closure would reduce the number of vehicles turning into Moorland Road, but not reduce their speed.

	Resident

Moor Avenue 
	Yes
	Has experienced increase in traffic on Moor Avenue and fears more as local developments are completed. Closure will encourage Woodford Way to be used more. Also supported by respondents daughter and partner who live at same address.
	New housing developments will lead to increased traffic flows on Woodford Way which is suitable as a route for through traffic but is unlikely to be convenient for Moor Avenue and Moorland Road residents.

	Resident

Moor Avenue 
	Yes
	Traffic is still heavy and very fast.
	The closure would remove all through traffic. An average speed of 22 mph is typical and acceptable for residential streets.

	Resident Moorland Road 
	Yes
	Difficult for pedestrians to cross Moorland Road because of speed of traffic turning off Welch Way.
	The closure would reduce the number of vehicles turning into Moorland Road, but not reduce their speed.



	Resident 

Dark Lane 
	Yes
	Has seen increased weight of traffic. Would like to reduce number of right-turn movements into Moor Avenue from Burford Road which are dangerous, particularly because of presence of schoolchildren
	The closure would significantly reduce the number of vehicles making a right-turn into Moor Avenue. However, more parents continuing to bring schoolchildren by car will use Burford Road junction.



	Resident

Moor Avenue 
	Yes
	Has seen increase in “rat-running” traffic. Concerned that speeding traffic may cause an accident as many children living in the street. 
	Closure of Moor Avenue would eliminate ‘rat-running’, but will inconvenience local residents and the school.  Recorded speeds of 22mph are typical and acceptable for this type of street.

	Resident Jacobs Mill 
	No objection

(probably good idea)
	The turning into Moor Avenue from Burford Road is rather dangerous.
	The closure would significantly reduce the number of vehicles making a right-turn into Moor Avenue. However, more parents continuing to bring schoolchildren by car will use Burford Road junction.



	Resident

Dark Lane 
	-
	Considers that only the views of residents in Moor Avenue and Moorland Road should be considered.
	Views are welcomed from all local people who may be affected by the proposal.

	Resident

Dark Lane 
	-
	No further comment made.
	Noted.

	Resident Burford Road 
	-
	Woodford Way is a suitable alternative route
	Agreed.

	Thames Valley Police
	-
	No further comment made.
	Noted.

	Resident Moorland Road 
	No
	Moor Avenue traffic has increased because of Dark Lane closure. 

If heading west, will struggle to get out onto Welch Way. Would like box junction on Welch Way at end of Moorland Road.

Would like key to gate if installed.
	Agreed.

Vehicles may find it difficult to exit on to Welch Way but provision of a box junction is beyond the scope of this scheme.

Keys can only be provided to emergency services, not local residents.

	Witney Town Council
	No
	Parents dropping off schoolchildren would need to turn around, endangering drivers and children.

Would cause congestion and exacerbate traffic congestion in the area.

Suggests making Moor Avenue a one-way street with entry from Burford Road.
	Agreed that cars entering Moor Avenue from Burford Road will need to turn around, but not necessarily more dangerous than existing through traffic.

The closure would limit routes available and may increase congestion on other roads.

This suggestion does have some merits, although it would still cause some inconvenience to local residents, and may lead to increased speeds unless other measures are taken. It would achieve a significant reduction in through traffic and eliminate the need for turning movements.

	Resident Burford Road 
	No
	Increase in Moor Avenue flows inevitable consequence of Dark Avenue closure. Traffic monitoring devalued by disruption to flows on Burford Road by Early’s development work.

School traffic tends to circulate in a loop but a closure would force cars to turn around. Burford Road junction would become more congested. Heavy vehicles (e.g. bin lorries) may have to reverse up road.

Suggests alternative measures – 20mph zone, traffic calming, left filter into Woodford Way.
	Agreed. Traffic monitoring findings may have been affected by the works but this is not considered to be significant.

Agreed that more turning movements would result from a closure and congestion may increase at school start/finish times.

Adequate turning space would be ensured at the Dark Lane junction but it is possible that parked cars may restrict the room available.

20mph zones, traffic calming and a left filter into Woodford Way are beyond the scope of this scheme.

	Resident 

Moor Avenue 
	No
	Parents dropping schoolchildren will have to turn in Moor Avenue, made dangerous by parking.

Dark Lane traffic will be forced to use Moor Avenue.

Suggests making Moor Avenue a one-way street in a northbound direction. Will cut traffic by half, reduce inconvenience for local residents, removes delays for emergency vehicles, and safer for schoolchildren with one-way traffic.


	Agreed that cars entering Moor Avenue from Burford Road will need to turn around, but not necessarily more dangerous than existing through traffic.

This suggestion does have some merits, although it would still cause some inconvenience to local residents, and may lead to increased speeds unless other measures are taken. It would achieve a significant reduction in through traffic and eliminates the need for turning movements.

	Resident

Moor Avenue 
	No
	Uses this route every day. Would be forced to use Welch Way which is already congested.
	The proposal is bound to inconvenience local residents but will only be implemented if it can be shown to have an overall benefit.

	Resident

Moor Avenue 
	No
	Has seen little “rat-running”. Inconveniences persons travelling to/from the school and hospital.

Will be impossible to secure grassed area because of need to keep driveways clear. 
	Traffic monitoring indicates an increased flow on Moor Avenue but reduced on Moorland Road.

Agreed that it will inconvenience road users.

Unlikely that vehicles would take a route over the grass verge to avoid the closure but must be considered in detailed design (if progressed).

	Windrush Health Centre
	No
	Could put patients lives at risk as doctors take this route out of the health centre. Can take 15 minutes to exit on to Welch Way.
	Agreed that a gated closure does provide an obstacle to doctors and other emergency services, although the latter could be provided with a key.

	Resident

Dark Lane 
	No
	Would be further blocked-in with longer distances to be travelled.

Suggests a turning circle is provided if the gate is implemented.

School related traffic will be doubling their journeys down and up Moor Avenue.
	The proposal is bound to inconvenience local residents but will only be implemented if it can be shown to have an overall benefit.

Adequate turning space would be ensured at the Dark Lane junction but it is possible that parked cars may restrict the room available.

Agreed it is possible that school related traffic may increase.

	Resident 

Moor Avenue 
	No
	Will be difficult to get out on to Burford Road in the morning. 

Parents will continue to use Moor Avenue and will make unsuitable turning movements. 

Teenagers will use the closed road for skateboarding and cycling, which will be worse than the traffic.

Emergency services will be delayed by having to open the gate.

Traffic levels in Moor Avenue have been dropping since the survey carried out in March 2006.
	Noted.

Agreed that cars entering Moor Avenue from Burford Road will need to turn around and may find it difficult.

Agreed this is a possibility.

Agreed, but they have not opposed the proposal.

This is possibly true as more drivers become aware of the alternative route along Woodford Way.
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